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climate warrior: 

Greta Thunberg 
 

by Feá Maher 

 
A brave and inspirational sixteen-year-old by the name of 

Greta Thunberg has changed and blown minds all over the 

world. 

 

Greta is from Sweden and has done extraordinary work 

involving the environment and climate change. Hundreds of 

thousands joined the Climate Action March, which was 

inspired by her campaigns. She has organised numerous 

strikes, talked to the E.U., and has delivered speeches in the 

format of TED talks, each with a unique passion. 

 

I, like thousands of 

others, have been 

influenced by this 

strong, independent 

young activist and we 

are all excited to see 

what she has got up 

her sleeve next.  

  

 

  

People and Plants in Unity by Jasmine Laokhunthot 



Songs that could 

change the world 
 

by Eliott Greene 

 
Jeff Lynne, most known for his 

work in Electric Light 

Orchestra, released an album 

in 1990, entitled ‘Armchair 
Theatre’. This album is not 

very well-known but the song 

‘Save Me Now’ has a very 

important and relevant 

message. ‘Save Me Now’ is a 
beautiful song about the 

human impact on the Earth. 

This song personifies the Earth as it expresses its feelings about 

how humans are destroying it and how it wishes its inhabitants 

would “move away somewhere.”  

 

Jeff Lynne was not the first to write a song about our impact 

on the world. Queen, on their 1984 album ‘The Works’ 
feature a song entitled ‘Is This The World We Created…?’  

This song is about how richer 

people tend not to care at all 

about poor and starving families 

and children, and how those 

impoverished people don’t have 

a place to go because other 

people are not helping them. 

With Brian May on acoustic 

guitar, and Freddie Mercury’s 

unique vocals, this song left a 

huge impact when played at 

‘Live Aid’ in 1985. 

 

nine 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

TIPS: 

by Ava Gill 

1. Use reusable bags (bio-degradable or paper) 

2. Recycle and compost 

3. Use reusable containers  

4. Never use SINGLE-USE PLASTIC (use metal straws, 

lunch boxes etc.) 

5.Use bamboo toothbrushes.  

6. Use beeswax paper instead of tin-foil or cling-film  

7. Save electricity, turn off lights and radiators 

8. Save water  

9. Avoid taking cars; use public transport, cycle, scoot, walk 

or carpool. 

 

 

 

World Autism day  

 

by Stephen O’Connell & Ava Gill 

On Tuesday, 2nd April, here at Sandymount Park we 

celebrated World Autism Day. Students were encouraged to 

wear blue or gold (the colours associated with autism) and had 

the option to participate in a sponsored one-hour silence 

during the last class of the day. Some students even did it all 

day! Students participating were given pecks books (books 

which had the basic needs like a toilet or a pen in picture 

form). This allowed students to communicate with the 

teachers during class while still staying silent. 

 

There were also lots of speeches, from Hannah who spoke 

amazingly about what it was like to have autism, which gave 

us all an insight into what having autism is like. We also had 

great talks from Seppe and Enea, who both spoke about 

having a sibling with autism.  

 

Each member of the school community pledged to become 

an autism champion. We wrote down a promise and sealed it 

with a blue ribbon and placed it in a box. the autism champion 

box is located in Rang Glendalough. 

 

Overall it was a great day that 

raised lots of awareness for 

autism. We would like to 

congratulate everyone who 

helped to organise this day! A 

big thanks to our teacher, 

Lauren, for co-ordinating. 

 

Tasty treats for World Autism Day 

Hannah delivering her speech to the school community 

Alternatives to Plastic, 

PicCollage by Sofia Shields 



Plastic’s single use  
 

by Sofia shields 

 
 
We use single use plastic every day. It is time that we stop. 

Even just being aware, and cutting down on your single-use 

plastic purchase can help.  

 

Not only are we risking our very existence, but along the way 

we’re endangering innocent animals. Some of the most 

common animals being affected by our plastic waste are sea 

turtles, sea lions, seals, sea birds, fish, whales and dolphins. One 

of these animals might be your favourite, and I doubt that you 

will read this and not think about the fact that one day thus 

animal might not exist if we keep going the way we are.  

 

The facts are that 275 million tonnes of global plastic waste, 

99.5 million tonnes of coastal plastic waste, and 8 million 

tonnes of plastic are in our oceans. These are extreme figures 

and need to be reduced as soon as possible. Unfortunately, on 

average in Ireland, each person wastes more than 0.5kg of 

plastic each day. It doesn’t sound like much, but the shocking 

news is that we are one of the very few countries that have 

this status.  

 

The good news is that there are many ways to reduce your 

plastic waste: 

 

1. Use paper or reusable straws. 

2. If your tap water isn’t drinkable, don’t get bottled 

water, get a filter. 

3. If your buying a drink in a café, bring your own 

reusable cup, don’t buy a single use plastic one. 

4. When you are going shopping, either bring your 

own bag, or only accept paper ones. 

 

There are so many other ways to reduce your plastic waste. So 

try and find as many as you can! If you can find any way for 

our school to become more sustainable, try putting your ideas 

in the student council’s suggestion box. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My opinion on 

climate change 
 

by Méabh Lunn 

 

Climate change, or the climate breakdown as people are 

calling it, is the biggest problem facing humanity today.  

 

We need to realise that no one will come and tell us ‘we can 

fix it,’ 

We need to realise that unless we take control it will be 

irreversible. 
 

In 1918 a peace treaty was declared, in that case it was up to 

two men to sign a piece of paper. Now it is up to us all solve 

this crisis by taking small steps in your everyday life. 

No one will do it for us. 

 

Climate breakdown could destroy our future, but it’s like 

we’re blindfolded, we know what is happening, but we can’t 

see the effects.  

However that will all soon change. The blindfold will be 

removed and we will finally see the atrocities of climate 

breakdown. 

 

This is the only time to act, if we delay it will be too late.  

However; we can do it. If everyone pulls together; we can do 

it. If we all work together; we can do it. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Green Girl by Jasmine Laokhunthot 

Girl Power! by Feá Maher 

World View by Leya 

Hennessy 

Humanity by 2050 by Leya Hennessy 

Creativity Corner, 

collated by the 

Graphic Design 

team 



Climate change: 

Who Is It affecting? 

by Méabh lunn 

 

As we all know, climate change is a huge problem, but at the 

moment it feels like we’re not really feeling the effects yet, but 

the effects are being felt in other parts of the world. Let’s take 

a look at how and where.  

 

East Africa  

In 2011, east Africa was hit by what has been described as the 

worst drought in sixty years. It caused a famine so severe that 

it killed over fifty thousand people including over twenty-nine 

thousand children. 

 

This drought was caused by the increase in extreme weather 

in the area, caused by climate change. 

 

novaya Zemlya 

Beyusha Guba is a small town in the Russian archipelago of 

Novaya Zemlya Recently, it has been playing host to some 

unwelcome guests – a band of starving polar bears whose 

natural habitat is being destroyed by climate change. Several 

people have been attacked although there have not yet been 

any human casualties. 

 

 

The Great Barrier Reef  

 

The Great Barrier Reef used to be a hive of life and colour, 

but now much of the reef is pale and lifeless. It has been 

bleached due to rising sea temperatures and pollution. Unless 

the sea temperature stabilises, and quickly we risk the loss of 

this beautiful reef forever. 

 

Bangladesh  

 

Bangladesh has a massive population density, and much of that 

population live or work along the coast. Bangladesh is also 

very flat and has a massive coastline. These things conspired to 

mean that Bangladesh would be one of the first countries to 

feel the consequences of climate change. People’s homes have 

been washed away forcing them to move further inland, the 

country is slowly shrinking. 

 

The Maldives  

 

The Maldives are a small set of islands in the middle of the 

Indian Ocean that sit about a metre high. They have suffered 

floods, storms and are losing their country to climate change. 

Their government has decided to try and create new islands 

where they can relocate the population. But what happens 

when those islands start to sink? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


