
 

 

We are really proud to have completed our first edition of the Sandymount Park Press this year! 

Together with many new first and second years on our team, all great additions to the team; It has taken 
a while but we are all very happy with this issue and we hope you enjoy reading it! 
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World Leaders 

 

 Méab Lunn 

 



1 - Donald Trump 

 

2 - Boris Johnson 

 

3 - Angela Merkel 



 

4 - Emmanuel Macron 

 

5 - Jair Bolsonaro 



 

6 - Jacinda Ardern 

Donald Trump 

Donald Trump is the president of The United States of America. He was elected in 2016 and will hold 

term until 2020. He is a member of the Rebublican party and is an ex-business man and television 
personality. He has been accused of being racist several times but has always denied these accusations. 

 

Boris Johnson 

Boris Johnson is the prime minister of the United Kingdom. He is a member of the Conservative party 

and has been described as a ‘radical brexiteer’ he has promised to take the UK out of the EU on the 
thirty-first of October, however many politicians are calling this ‘unlawful’. Will he succeed? 

Angela Merkel 

Angela Merkel is the chancellor of Germany and used to be a member of the CDU. She is the first female 

chancellor of Germany. She has been the chancellor of Germany since 2005.  She has been nicknamed 

the ‘climate chancellor’ due to her determination to cut down Co2 emissions. 

Jair Bolsonaro 



Jair Bolsonaro is the president of Brazil and a member of the Social Liberal Party. He has been accused of 

being homophobic and has even said “Yes I’m homophobic— and I’m very proud of it” He has also 

rejected claims that the Amazon rainforest is on fire despite photographic evidence.  

Jacinda Arden  

Jacinda Arden is New Zealand’s youngest female prime minister and a member of the New Zealand 

Labour Party. She introduced Maori as compulsory in schools in New Zealand, she has also given birth 

while in office making her the second elected leader in history to give birth while in office. She has a 

very strong sense on climate issues and greatly admires Greta Thunberg.  

Emmanuel Macron  

Emmanuel Macron is the president of France and a member of En March! Which he is the founder of. 

He has a political feud with Jair Bolsonaro over the burning of the Amazon rainforest after Bolsonaro 
refused financial aid. He has been described as centrist. 

Micro-Agressions 

 

 

 Méab Lunn 

In 2019 we have acknowledged the gender pay gap, female isolation and gender segregation, and are 

taking steps to fix them, but what we don’t talk about nearly as much as we should is sexist 

microaggressions. 



  

Microaggressions are tiny things we say and do that, when we really boil it down are incredibly sexist 
and derogatory and are having a hidden impact on our society. 

  

Do I use microaggressions? Yes, probably. 

Do I intend to use them? No 

Everyone has at some stage used microaggressions, whether that’s saying ‘ladies first’ or asking only 

boys to do any ‘heavy work’. 

  

I know that microaggressions seem like tiny little expressions or customs that aren ’t harming anyone but 
is this really true? 

Most psychologists agree that over time microaggressions can lead to a lack of self confidence and a 

poor self image in individuals. The sad thing is we still use them in places meant to be inclusive, like the 

classroom, where, in a business textbook all examples for fami ly incomes portrayed women earning at 
least two hundred euro less than their male partners every single month.  

  

So how are boys and girls supposed to learn that they can achieve the same things and hold the same 
jobs, If this is what we are learning in schools? 

We need to end the use of microaggressions if we want to have an equal future.  



Brexit 

 

 Rory Aslin and Nessan O’Neil 

What is Brexit? 

Brexit is the biggest thing in European politics at the moment and has been for the last three years. 

Because of Brexit there has been three prime ministers in the last five years each of which were 

supposed to have a three year term. The current prime minister, Boris Johnson has already supposedly 

broken the law in his first five months. 

  

What Did Boris Johnson do? 

Boris Johnson tried and succeeded in getting the queen to shut down parliament to get his way about 

Brexit. A lot of people are saying is this is illegal. What he wanted was to leave on the 31st of October no 

matter what. The other side is that Britain cannot leave until they get a deal. This would, in my opinion 
be best for all countries involved. 

  

How Would Britain leaving on the 31st affect us? 

If Britain left so early there would most likely be a no-deal situation. This would cause a Hard 

Border, and possibly substantially raise prices on everything brought over from England. What adds to 
this is England is Ireland’s biggest trader. 



  

What is the Difference Between Deal and No-Deal? 

The difference between deal and no-deal is a big one. If there were to be a deal there would most likely 

be no hard border and not much tax on trading between Britain and the EU. If there was a no-deal both 

of those would be in place and more. 

 

 

                                                   ********** 

 

Ellis Island  

  Gwen Corrigan 

Ellis Island is a historical site that opened in 1892 as an immigration station, a purpose it served for more 

than 60 years until it closed in 1954. Located at the mouth of Hudson River between New York and New 

Jersey, Ellis Island saw millions of newly arrived immigrants pass through its doors – in fact 40 percent of 
U.S. citizens can trace their family through at least one person who arrived at Ellis Island. 

  

Immigrants arrived from all over the globe. Among these were Jews escaping from political and 

economic oppression in Czarist Russia and Eastern Europe (484,000 arrived in 1910 alone) and Italians 

escaping poverty in their country. There were also Poles, Hungarians, Czechs, Serbs, Slovaks and Greeks, 
along with non-Europeans from Syria, Turkey and Armenia. 

  

Before people got on to the ship, they would be asked several questions, by crew members— what your 

nationality was, had you ever been to jail, are you traveling alone, how old were you, what was your 

height and race and how much money had you brought. People would also not be allowed to board the 

ship until they were vaccinated for diseases.The steamship companies wrote their answers down in 

huge log books (manifests).They screened immigrants thoroughly. If anybody was sent back from Ellis 

Island, the steamship companies had to pay for the return. 



  

Immigrants were greeted by Lady Liberty on their arrival into the Hudson River. When they arrived they 

were tagged with information from their ships registry.They then waited in long lines for medical and 

legal inspections to see if they were fit to enter America. 

  

When you arrived immigrants would be taken to the main building. Inside, immigrants were had to walk 

up, a large steep stairway. At the top were doctors with pieces of chalk.They were looking to see if the 

immigrants seemed healthy. Didthey limp? Were their eyes red? Were they coughing? Skin sores? If 

there was a problem, a doctor would put a chalk letter on the persons back. H stood for heart, E for eyes 
and so on. Marked immigrants were led away for further tests.   

  

Immigrants without chalk marks waited in line for a quick medical checkup. After this immigrants were 
taken for a legal interview. Wrong answers could get immigrants deported. 

  

The sick were taken to the Ellis Island Hospital. Opened in 1902, it was the most caring place on the 

island. Treatment at the hospital was free of charge. Tens of thousands of people regained their health 

and then were able to enter America. Hundreds of babies were born there, too, becoming instant 
citizens. 

  

After all these examinations, immigrants were free to go. 



Environmental 

 



Co2 Emissions 

 

 Matilda Downey 

What are Co2 emissions? 

Co2 emissions is one of our biggest problem at the moment. We produce them every day without even 

realizing it. Did you know that Ireland has the third highest green house gas emissions in the EU? We 

just don’t realize it and that’s why we have to stop using so much but first let’s find out what it is. Co2 is 

the chemical formula for carbon dioxide, which is a harmful gas that can cause the decay of wood and 

other plants. Emissions are just all fuels and other gases meaning CO2 emissions are carbon dioxide 
released into the air. 

  

  

What is the problem? Why are we so worried? 

Co2 is produced in lots of ways; humans breathing out, gases and fuels burne d but nature always reuses 

and carbon dioxide is turned into oxygen. According the Carbon Cycle, we produce it and nature reuses 

it but the problem is what if all our trees our cut down then what will reuses the carbon since cars 

release lots it will cause extra damage to the environment. Let’s just hope our government knows what 

to do and they save us. Unfortunately, that doesn’t look like it will happen any time soon. Are real 

heroes are us people like you and me who stand up for what they believe in? Should we be people like 

Greta Thunberg, a brave and inspirational sixteen year old girl from Sweden. She once refused to take a 

plane to America and instead took a little sailing boat there. It took her two weeks but she didn ’t care. 

Not all of us have the ability do that and I understand but small changes like bamboo toothbrushes and 

reusable water bottles would help make the world a far better place. Will you stand up for climate 
change and what you believe in? 



Climate Strike; what is it worth? 

 

 Gwen Corrigan 

In August 2018, Greta Thunberg sat out in front of the Swedish government alone and protested for 

climate action. On the 20th of September 2019, she and 160 countries marched for climate action. 

People of all ages attended the protest many, of these were school children, and they were missing 
school to protest for a cause that could lead to disaster if nothing is done.   

 

The protest in Dublin started at the Customs House and ended in Merrion Square. When you arrived you 

would see over ten thousand people walking, chanting and holding posters reading messages like “You’ll 

die of old age, I’ll die from climate change”, and many, many others.The atmosphere was electric as the 

protest started, thousands of people were chanting, and holding their posters up to office workers up in 

their buildings and to pedestrians beside the protest. As we walked we stood and let our voices be heard, 

some people were holding megaphones and roaring chants into them. When we arrived at Merrion 

Square, there were speeches on climate action that, really made you think about what you could do to 

help the ongoing problem. The protesters and organizers hope the world leaders will see this and will 
act upon it because we hve the solutions, we just need to act.  



Climate Strike; My First March 

 

Ed Nicell 

I’d never been to a march before this. I thought they didn’t look like fun. But then, I’m given an offer I 

can’t refuse: Miss a day of school, meet some of my friends from primary school, get pizza, and on top of 

that, protest for our future! It’s a win-win. Or maybe just a win. I don’t know the law of win-winning. 

  

When I arrived at the march after getting pizza, I wasn’t surprised by how many people were there. 

What I was surprised about was what these people were protesting for. It seemed that they weren’t 
content with just reducing Co2 emissions and that being that. 

No, it seemed that they wanted total reform in all of their countries and the end of Global Warming and 

the Climate Crisis. And I don’t think that’s going to go down well with the people they are protesting 
against. 

 

Overall... 



School News 

Interview with Niamh 

Giulia Duggan  

Niamh Parke, one of our newest staff members, gives her insight on her experience of teaching in our 

school. 

 

How did you feel about coming to this school? 

Excited.   

 

What is your favorite subject to teach? 

 Music . 

 

How many schools did you teach in before? 

Five.  

 

Had you been a tutor before ? 

No. 

Interview with Caolán 

 Finn McCluskey 

 

How did you feel about coming to the school? 

I was really excited, I was looking forward to it because it’s a new school and sounded interesting. 

  

What is your favourite subject to teach? 

History is my favourite subject to teach, I loved  to learn it when I was younger.  

  

Had you been a tutor before? 



Yes, in the school I that I taught in last year. I was a tutor for transition year, but never for first year!  

  

What school did you teach in before? 

St Marks community school in Talaght . 

Diversity Week 

 

Greta Whipple and Feá Maher 

In our school, from the 23rd-27th of September, we celebrated Diversity Week.  

  

We held two competitions, one for creative writing or a piece of poetry, another for an artistic project. 

The prize for winning the art competition was to be included into next year’s homework journal and the 

prize for winning the creative writing competition to be published into this newspaper in our ‘Creativity 
Corner’. 

  

On Wednesday, we highlighted the positive effects of diversity with Funky Sock Day, where students 

wore odd and unusual socks. This was done to remind ourselves how unique we are and that we don ’t 



need to be like anyone else as Oscar Wilde once said “Be yourself, everyone else is taken” we have been 
true to ourselves this week and are proud of who we are. 

Sports Uniform  

Sofia Shields 

 

. 

  

Last year, the students of Sandymount Park ETSS, pushed for the idea of having school sports uniforms 

for the year of 2019-2020. This wish has finally been seen through and we have our new GAA/soccer 

gear ready to be played in. I previously had a co-written piece published in our last newspaper about the 
students and teachers opinions on colour schemes and designs.  

  

“What is your opinion on a school sports uniform? 

Conor Maxwell (teacher)- “I think it’s a really good idea,I think a good colour would be blue, really ,like, 

sky blue or ,red and black, or maroon…or blue and white, or green… but not horrible green! Or purple 
and yellow….”- Sandymount Park Press 2019. 

 Fortunately, our sports uniforms are not purple and yellow. The 2nd years will soon be working on the 

design for our basketball uniforms which will hopefully match the scheme of our current football gear.   

  

I interviewed Ava, a second year, on her opinion: 

  

Sofia- So, Ava, I understand that it’s been a long process to get these jerseys finished and ready to wear, 
what do you think of the finished product? 

Ava- Yeah, well, so we started working on them in first year, student council were probably the main 

student body to work with it, so we decided to- first we had to get our school logo, decide on colours, and 

we sent out surveys to everyone in our school and the teachers and stuff, and so it ’s really nice to see it, 



you know, all put together now. And of course a big thanks to Hannah and David in second year, who 
really helped design and pick out the colours. 

Sofia- And what would you hope to see in our basketball uniforms? 

Ava-Yeah, so we’d obviously look to have uniforms for all our sports. Em, for our basketball uniforms, I 

think the same, sort of thing, they’re easy to wash and reuse, they have our numbers, and the same 
school colours again, em, just more suited to basketball! 

Sofia- Ok that’s great, thank you for your time. 

Halloween  

 Mabel Healy 

 

On Friday the 25th of October everyone in our school had the chance to dress up and take part in festive 

activities, these included bobbing for apples, drawing and colouring sugar skulls, listening to spooky 

stories and a haunted trail the haunted trail stood out as REALLY fun! It had spooky stories, clowns and 

plenty of screams. We paid four euro to take part and the money went to educate together as part of 

the national fundraiser day. 



Futsal Champions  

 

 Michael Ward, Nessan O’ Neill, Finn McCluskey and Rory Aslin 

              

On Thursday the 7th of November the 1st year football team played in the Dublin futsal tournament. 

After we had won the South Dublin tournament. We played four games and won three. Unfortunately 
we didn’t make it out of the group stages but we all felt we had played well! 

  

The First Game 

In the first match our team played a team in a purple kit. We lost this match 3-0 and they went on to 

beat everyone else in our group 3-0. We didn’t play to well in that game and probably should have 

beaten them. 

  

The Second Game 



In the second game we played a team in green. Joshua passed the ball to Avi , Avi passed to Finn , 

dribbled then passed to Neasan, Neasan then went on and scored in the bottom corner. Their 

goalie passed the ball out but Avi intercepted and passed to keep it near the goal, final  score: 2:0 

  

  

The Third Game 

In the third game we played a team in yellow. Every single player on the other team was around Caolons’ 

size; the first goal was theirs. We then got a free kick just outside the ‘d’. And Nessan smashed it into the 
left corner. It was 1-1 and Avi ran the pitch and scored an absolute banger of a goal.  

  

The Last Game 

The last game was a fairly tough one. By the time there was a minute left it was 2-2. We were playing a 

decent game but it was still a draw. In the last five seconds Rory, the keeper for that game, threw the 

ball to the other end of the pitch. And, as Michael collected the ball the ref  started to blow the whistle. 

He shot just before the ref stopped. The ball had gone in. The ref  was being a bit annoying so we bullied 
him into saying it should have counted. 



Upcoming Albums  

 

 Vencel Gera  

By the end of 2019 we can expect a wide variety of albums released by various artist from different 
genres. 

  

We are expecting an album from Drake, which is releasing around late 2019, early 2020. Drake 

announced he will be getting right back to recording new songs as soon as his tour wraps up.  

  

A follow up to Justin Bieber’s album ‘Purpose’ might be coming by the end of this year. People debated 

wether Justin Bieber has quit music for good, but with the possible release of this new album, we could 
see him coming back into the music industry in the near future. 

  

Travis Scott has been releasing singles left and right, releasing “Highest in the Room” not long ago. Since 

then, he has been hinting another upcoming single which is set to reach the Billboard hot 100 within the 
first week of release. 



New Films  

 

 

 Sofia Shields and Mabel Healy 

Star Wars: Rise of Sky Walker 

 

Release date: December 18th 



 Blurb: No ones ever really gone… Rey’s journey continues and the skywalker saga concludes in Star 
Wars : Rise of Skywalker. 

Age rating: PG 

  

Little women 

  

Release date: December 27th 

 Blurb- Jo, Meg, Beth and Amy march are four sisters living with their mother in New England the girls 

are guided in their personal growth by their mother, marmy, and by their religious faith, there families 
tight bonds are forever changed when meg falls in love with John brooke, Laurie’s tutor… 

 Age rating- (parents say 9+ kids say 8+) PG 13 

  

 Jumanji: The Next Level 

  

Blurb- Four players brave the jungle, desert, mountains, and dangerous animals to save the fantastical 
video game world of Jumanji. 

 Release date- December 13th 

 Age rating- PG 13 

  

Frozen 2 

 

Blurb- Elsa, the snow queen and her sister Anna embark on an adventure far away from the kingdom of 
Arendelle. They are joined by friends, Kristoff, Olaf, and Sven. 

 Release date- November 22, 2019 

 Age rating- PG 

  

  

Malificent 2 

 Release date- October 18th 

 Blurb-  A formidable queen causes a rift between Malificent and princess Aurora. Together, they must 

face new allies and enemies in a bid to protect the magical lands which they share.  



Age rating- PG 

  

  

Films that have just come out: 

  

  

  

IT Chapter 2: 

 Released  date- September 16th , 2019 

 Blurb- Defeated by members of the losers club, the evil clown Pennywise returns 27 years later to 

terrorize the town of Derry, Maine, once again. Now adults, the childhood friends have long since gone 

their separate ways. But when people start disappearing, mike hanlon calls the others home for one 

final stand. Damaged by scars from the past, the United losers must conquer their deepest fears to 
destroy the shape shifting Pennywise—now more powerful than ever. 

 Age rating- 16 

  

Downton Abby: 

 Released date- September 13th, 2019 

 Blurb- Downton Abbey is a British historical period drama television series set in the early 20th century, 

created and co-written by Julian Fellowes. The series first aired on ITV in the United Kingdom on 26 

September 2010, and ... 

No. of series: 6 

 Age rating- 13+ 



Upcoming Concerts 

 

Stephen O'Connell 

Upcoming Concerts in Ireland  

  

Green Day 

The popular American punk band will be performing in the RDS (right next to our school) on the 29 of 

June 2020 promoting their new album: Father of All… .Green Day are well known for their energetic live 

performances with their frontman Billie Joe Armstrong once intentionally smashing his guitar on stage. 
They will be touring with Weezer and Fall Out Boy. 

  

  

Hozier 

  

 



The now internationally famous Irish singer and songwriter will be performing at the 3Arena on the 10th 

and 11th of December after his album Wasteland, Baby topped the US charts being the fourth Irish artist 

to do so. Tickets will be selling at €39.90.  

  

Liam Gallagher 

  

The former Oasis member will be coming to the 3Arena promoting his new album Why Me, Why Not 

which recently reached the top of the charts. Huge demands for his tickets have been a hallmark of his 

career with the huge success and controversy of Oasis. Liam and Noel Gallagher’s infamous feud 

remains to this day with the brothers still harbouring a large dislike for  each other.  

  

Celine Dion 

  

 

One of the greatest and cheesiest pop stars of all -time is coming to Dublin. Celine is coming to the 

3arena as part of her Courage world tour promoting her new album with the same name. Fans of her 

have complained about the astronomical prices of the tickets with it costing €300 to attend though in 
spite of the outrageous costs the show has sold out. I guess people just love cheesy pop.  

Mario-Maker Review 

 



Ed Nicell 

 

 

  

Super Mario Maker 2 

  

In 1985, Super Mario Bros. was released alongside the Nintendo Entertainment System. The creators, 

Nintendo, are now millionaires and they wanted to celebrate exactly what got them there. In 2015, they 

released Super Mario Maker to critical acclaim. It allowed you to make your own levels for the original 

Super Mario Bros., as well as Super Mario Bros. 3, Super Mario World and the latest game, New Super 
Mario Bros. U. But, after 4 years, it was time for a new Super Mario Maker game, and they knew it.  

  

On the 28th of June 2019, Nintendo released Super Mario Maker 2 to critical acclaim. It fixed almost all 

of the first game’s problems, but also added in a few new ones.  

  

Now, Ed, with the actual review thingy. 

 So, how’s about the flaws? Let’s start with those. 

This game’s menu systems, or at least the one for actually creating levels suuuuuuuck.It is NOT FUN to 

wrestle with a menu designed to work against me. It just takes forever to select stuff and I can ’t make a 

level quickly. In the 1st Mario Maker, it would take me about 10 minutes to make an ok level. It Mario 

Maker 2, it takes me 15. That may not sound like much, but it hurts a LOT when trying to make a really 

long level. 

  

Oof. 

But nevertheless, what this game lacks in its unintuitiveness, it fills in that gap in fun with enough 

content to keep you entertained for hours. Between Story Mode, the online levels and the multiplayer, 
this game knows how to be fun. 

  

I rate this game 4 bricks out of 5. 



Endgame: Record-breaker 



 



 Sarah Boissier 

 

Avengers Endgame Breaking Box Office Records  

  

As most people know, the latest Marvel movie, Avengers Endgame came out on the 25th of April  2019, 
the movie was then rereleased later on that summer, which included some directors ’ cuts.  

  

After it’s release, the movie instantly started making lots of money, due to the amount of people who 

went to see it. The movie officially become the biggest movie of all time. Marvel and Disney ’s 

blockbuster crossed $2.7902 billion at the global box office. So, if you haven’t seen the movie yet you 
need to go see it! 

‘The Birthday Party’ 

 

Elliot Greene 

The Birthday Party is a psychedelic-pop album released in 1968 by British rock group The Idle Race. A 

majority of the album’s songs were written and composed by Jeff Lynne, who went on to found Electric 
Light Orchestra. 



In this review, I will describe a few of the albums songs, and at the end I will give my overall opinion on 
the album, and a rating out of ten. Let’s begin! 

  

‘The Skeleton and The Roundabout’- This tune is about the unlikely rise and fall of a spooky funfair 

worker, I quite like the catchy tune and the odd story and spooky theme fits in quite well with the music. 

  

‘The Birthday’- A gloomy song about a woman’s birthday party that no one attended. The quiet ukulele 
and haunting vocals give this song a very lonely feel to it.  

  

‘Lucky Man’- A bouncy song about a man who believes he is lucky, but is actually the exact opposite. I 
love the funny situations that the “lucky” man finds himself in and the choice of instruments. 

  

Personally I really would recommend this album to those who enjoy The Beatles’ psychedelia era of 

music, and anyone else for that matter. But I think one thing that would ’ve made this album that little 

bit better is more variety with the instruments, as I think some of the songs sound a bit flat with the 
same instruments being used over and over again. 

  

My final rating for this album is 7.5/10 . 

 

7 - The Birthday Party 



Creativity Corner  

 

8 - Through the Week by Giulia Duggan 

 

9 - Homeless by Lola Zakrzewska 

 



 

10 - Jeff Lynn by Eliott Greene  

 

11 - Diversity and Me by Méab Lunn 



Contact Us 

 

Please feel free to contact us with any questions, suggestions, complaints or information regarding our 
school or school newspaper! 

 

Visit us on the web at www.sandymountparketss.ie 

 

 

Sandymount Park Press 

The Sandymount Building, 16 Simmonscourt Road, Dublin 4 

Dublin 

(01) 910 6230 


